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LETTER 
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XE MAR R E R. 

V OUR Remarks on my Letter to a Diſint« 
ing Pariſhioner are now alſo come to my 


hands, wherein there occurrs ſo much of 
Fe Arguing, of Falſe Interpretation, of 
Falſe Doctrine, and of other Diſingenuous and Foul 
Dealing, that to take notice and lay open at once All 
the ſaid particulars, - would ſwell an Anſwer to a 
conſiderable Volume, and ſo render it on many ac- 
counts very Unfit to ſerve the Good end I am aim- 
ing at, even the Inſtruftion of the Common Diſſenters, 
more eſpecially Thoſe of my own Pariſh, 

On theſe conſiderations it becomes Neceſſary in or- 
der to the Fuller and Clearer Diſcovery of the Truth 
o the Common Reader, that the Method I propoſed in 
my Former Letter to you ſhould be followed by us in 


Reviewing alſo theſe your Laſt Remarks, namely of 


Debating One point at a time, 


Now the Whole of the Controverſy between us 


y I think be reduced to theſe Two general Queſti- 


ans, vis. Firſt, Whether Presbyterian Ordination be not 


noalia? Secondly, Whether the Separation of the Diſ= 


theſe 


enters from the Church of 8 be uot Schiſmatical: 


t 
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theſe Two Queſtions take in Al the particulars cons 
tained in my Letters, and therefore the Diſcuſſing of 
the ſaid Queſtions will give us occaſion to Diſcuſs 47 
the ſaid particulars, One after the Other. 

Your Publiſhing in the Firſt place your Remark; 
on my Letter to a Diſſenting Teacher (the Principal 
deſign whereof is to ſhew the Inwvalidity of Presbyterian 
Ordination) has Determined me to Begin with That 
eſtion Firſt; and accordingly I have in my Former 
Letter ſent you ſuch Theſes, as (tho' Few in number, 
yet) do I think fully and plainly ſhew the Invaliai:; 
of Presbyterian Ordination. And therefore I am now 
ro Wait, either for your Conſent or Obje#ions to them, 
before I proceed any further. | 

As ſoon as that Fir Queſtion is thoroughly de- 
bated J ſhall proceed to debate the Second, and to 
ſhew that the Diſſenters Separation from the Church of 
England is Schiſmatical = 

The Great Miſchiefs which attend this Kingdom, 
eſpecially the Church within it, being chiefly oc- 
_ cationed by the Unhappy Diference of Opinions in re- 
rerence to the Two Queſtions aforeſaid : I think No 
man can beſtow, his time more Serviceably either to 
the Glory of God or the Publick Good of this Nation, 
than in endeavouring to make it Clearly appear, on 
which ſide of the ſaid Queſtions the Truth does lie, and 
thereby to Take away, that Difference of opinions, 
which Long has been and Still is the deplorable Cauſe 
of ſo Many and Great Miſchiefs; and on theſe con- 
ſiderations J am moſt Willing and Ready to take An) 
pains, which may conduce to ſo Happy an end. 
There are Two or Three Particulars, which ! 

cannot but judg ic Requiſite to take notice of here, 
that ſo the Common Reader may be Freed from Con- 
tinuing to Entertain ſuch Hard thoughts as he may 
otherwiſe have of Me, and whereby he may poſſibly 
be ſo far Prejudiced, as not to Allow what I ſhall 
write a Candid and Fair Conſideration, 


Where: 
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Whereas you ſet me forth in ſeveral places, par- 


ticularly in the Firſt and Laft Paragraphs of your 
Remarks on a Lettter to a Diſſenting Parijbioner, as a 
moſt Uncharitable Fellow on account of the Damning 
Sentences which I paſs upon you and your party : could 
1 but prevail upon you to make uſe of Moderatton 
(which though you and your party Talk ſo Much 
of, yet you ſeem to underſtand very Little, and 
to Practice much Leſs) and with Co/n:ſs of Temper 


to conſider of the Matter, I perſwade my ſelf that 


you would quickly perceive, that you ſpeak very im- 
properly, not to ſay, Talſely), when you affirm that 
[ paſs Damuing Senteuces upon you, You cannot but 
your ſelf Own (p. 60. of your Remarks on my Letter 


to Mr. Dowley) that Any Sin, and conſequently Schiſm, 


is in it ſclf of a Leſtruftive, Damning nature; and this 
I ſuppoſe you Own (as well as I ) becauſe the Scrip- 
ture plainly declares ſo much. Whence it follows 
that either you as well as 1 paſs Damning Sentences upon 


Schiſmaticks ; or elſe that 'tis neither you nor 7, but 


in reality the Scripture, that paſſes damning Sentences 
again#t Schiſmaticks; and What either you or I do, 
when we ſay that Schiſmaticks are in a State of Dam- 
nation, can poſſibly amount to no more than a De- 
claration of the Damning Sentences paſſed by the Scrip- 
ture on Schiſmaticks. This being ſo, it will follow 
that ( ſuppoſing I ſhould be miſtaken in the Appli- 
cation, yet) the Utmoſt I can be Guilty of in Applying 
to the Diſſenters the Damning Sentences paſled by the 
Scripture on Schiſmaticks, is only a bare Error of Judg- 
ment, and there is not the Leaſt ground for Accuſing 
me of Uncharitableneſs : Nay on the contrary there is 
very Good Reaſon to attribute what I do in this caſe 
to my moſt Tender Chriftian Charity. For as a Parent's 
being Anxiouſly concerned for the Welfare of his 
Child, and therefore Fearful (tho' there be in reality 


no juſt Cauſe for ſuch a fear) leſt rhe Child's doing 


This or That ſhould Hurt it, is always interpreted 3 


certain and infallible ſign of the Parent's (or Un. 
; 0 | 973 7. 
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kindueſe, but) extraordinary Kindneſs and moſt Tender 
Lowe and Care for the Child: ſo in likeneſs of reaſon 
My Anxious care for the Eternal welfare of my Di. 
ſent ing Pariſhioners, and My Fear (tho' there ſhauld be 
in reality no juſt cauſe for ſuch my Fear) leſt they 
ſhould by their 5 hurt and deſtroy themſelves 
Eternally, ſhould be likewiſe interpreted or looked 
upon to proceed (not from my great Uncharitablene(;, 
but rather) from my Great and moſt Tender charity t1 
them, Surely had I „ charity for the Diſſenters, I 
ſhould by no means take Al this pains for their Eter- 
nal good, and that without the Proſpe& (as I can 
truly ſay ) of any other Recompence in this World 
than Noing them Good. And I cannot bur think, 
and I perſwade my ſelf that All Sober perſons will 
think ſo too, that it would be a much Stronger Argu- 
ment for my Great Uncharitableneſs to my Diſſenting 
Pariſhioners and others, could I ſit down very Con- 
tentedly, and without ſhewing any manner of Regret 
or Concern ſee them Going dire&ly (as I think) 
the Broad way which leads to Deſtrafion. And thus ! 
leave it to the Impartial Reader to conſider , whe- 
ther what I have here alledged, be not Abundantly 
ſufficient to Clear me from the charge of Uncharita- 
bleneſs and to Demonſtrate my Great Charity to the 
Diſſenters; and tho' Common People may run into ſuch 
Groſs miſtakes, yer methinks'One, Sir, of your Edu- 
cation ſhould be Able ro Diſtingniſh Better, as to 
the True Motive which influences Me in this 

matter. „ : TEE 
Havinghad Occaſion to mention what you your ſelf 
own (p. 60. of your Remarks on my Letter to Mr. D.) 
to wit, That Schiſm is in it ſelf of a Deſtructive Damning 
Nature; IT cannot but go on to take notice of what 
you there ſay in the very next Sentence, We know 
they have a Merciful God to deal with, who knows 
how to make Allowances for the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, or the Byaſs that the Vogue of the World and 
Iutereſt do often, in ſom? meaſure, give to Men that 
= are 


Secretly, The 
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"are yet truly ſmcere and upright, Now here is I 
think Latitudinarian Divinity with a Witneſs. What 
Wicked Practices may not be Countenanced, and 
even Encouraged by ſuch ſort of Doctrine? Thar 
God will of his Free Mercy alone make Allowances for the 


Byaſs that (to paſs by the Prejudice of Education and 


Vogue of the World) Intereſt does give to Men, and that 
Intereſt does often, in ſome meaſure, give a'\Byaſs to Men, 
that are yet truly Sincere and Upright, are two ſich 
Falſe — Pernicious Doctrines, as I thought Any 
one would have been Aſhamed to Own Publickly, 
though he might be ſo Ill a Man as to entertain them 
are I confeſs very agreeable to the 
Doctrine of the Turkiſh Alcoran, but altogether diſ- 
agreeable to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, or even to 
the Natural Dictates of Right Reaſon, That True 
Sincerity and Uprightneſs is uncapable of Receiving 


any Byaſs from Intereſt, is a Truth ſo evident to com- 


mon Underſtandings, that the uſual Medium or Ar- 
gument made uſe of even by Common People, when 
they would prove a Man to be truly Sincere and Up- 


right, is this, that he will not in any meaſure be byaſſed 


by his Intereſt, And as for Scripture, our Saviour 


plainly affirms Mazt. 6. 24. Ye cannot ſerve God and 


Mammon: But you, Sir, on the contrary teach in 
Effect, Ye can 65 ; 

aſs'd by Intereſt ſo far as to be thereby kept from Diſ- 
covering or Practiſing ones Duty to God is no other 
than to ſerve Mammon. Thus you may ſee, how diſ- 
agreeable this your Doctrine is both to Scripture and 
Right Reaſon; and therefore it cannot bg reaſonably 
ſuppos'd, that even God's Mercy will incline him to 


make any Allowances for the Byaſs of Intereſt without a 


particular and ſevere Repentance for the ſame. 


Let us now conſider a little, how vaſtly Pernicious 


the Conſequence of this your Doctrine is, even in 
relation to Common Honeſty between Man and Man. 
For is it not very eaſy and natural for Any Common 


Perſon among your Followers, that hears you thus 


A 4 3 reach, 


we God and Mammon ; for to be By- 
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teach, that à Man may be in ſome meaſure byaſtd by his 
Intereſt, and yet be truly ſincere and upright, is it not! 
ſay very eaſy and natural for Any one (that has been 
thus taught by you) to infer from it, that he may in 
his Common Dealings be in ſome meaſure byaſſed by 
his Intereſt and yet be a truly ſincere and upright Chriſti. 
an? To give two or three Inſtances : May not One 
that has been thus taught by you, be induced there. 
by to think, that when he is Sediw@gany thing, he 


may (rather than loſe the Sale of it) be ſo far byaſſed 


by his Intereſt, as to conceal from the Buyer the Faults 
of what he ſells, and to pur off that which he Knows 
to be Unſound for Sound, and yet be truly ſincere and 
uprig ht? May not One of your Hearers think, that 
though he has downrighr ſold a thing to One, yet if 
he afterwards happens to meet with a Better Chap. 
man, and the thing is not yet actually Delivered to 
the Former Buyer, he may let his Intereſt byaſs him in 
ſuch a meaſure, as not to ſtand to his Former Bargain, 
but to ſell the thing to his Second and Better Chapman, 


and yet remain a tra) ſincere and upright Chriſtian ? 


Nay ſuppoſing this ſame Hearer of yours ſhould take 
up Any thing that is ſtraycd or loft, and ſhould after- 
wards be enquired of whether he can Give any tales 
or tidings of the ſaid thing, may he not by this your 
Doctrine be induced to think, that he may let his 
 ſntereſt byaſs him in ſuch a meaſure, as to uſe the 
Little word No inſtead of Yea, and yet remain a truly 
ſincere and npright Chriſtian? Once more, may not 
One of your Good Dames be induced by your 
Doctrine t think that ſhe may be byaſſed by her In- 


tereſt in ſus a meaſure as to fell the Wort ſort of 


Butter and Cheeſe for the Beſt ſort, and withall to 
make Bad or Falſe Weight, and yet remain a truly 
ſincere and upright Chriſtian ? I hope, Sir, by this time 
you begin to perceive, of whar pernicious Conſe- 
quence your Doctrine is even to Common Honeſty, and 
therefore without doubt to Men's Eternal State here- 
after. Indeed I have heard it often ſaid, 3 _ 
: | | er⸗ 
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Obſervation it has appeared, that the Diſenting Party 
is generally} made up of ſuch Pecſons as ſeem to be 
moſt influenced by the Byaſs of Intereſt ; and you have 
given now but roo juſt Reaſon to think, that there 
may be More of Truth in the Obſervation, than I 
was willing to believe Afore. And perhaps there 
will not need, for the furure, much Wonder at the 
Meaſures taken 0 your Party, and why it ſhould be 
ſo Hard to work upon them in ſuch Plain Caſes, 
ſince this ſame Doctrine of yours, which you have 
been pleaſed now to communicate to the Publick, 
does ſo excellently Uuriiudle the whole matter. And 
for my own part I ſhall, for the future, be ſo far 
from wondering at your being Followed, that I ſhall ra- 
ther wonder that you have not much Greater Multi- 


tudes of Followers, ſince this your Doctrine is ſo highly 


agreeable to Fleſh and Blood, and you ſtick not to per- 
ſwade Men that they may in ſome meaſure be byaſs'd by 
their temporal Intereſt ſo as not to know or practice 
their Duty here, and yet may ſafely hope in God's 
Mercy, that they ſhall not do thereby any Damage to 
their ſpiritual Intereſt hereafter. In ſhort, Sir, this 
One Doctrine of * gives me ſuch a Taſt of your 
Principles, that I ſhould Refuſe to Continue a De- 
bate with One of ſuch Looſe Notions till you had 
Publickly Recanted the ſame, was it not that I look 
_ on to the Good of Others in your Party, who 
(I hope) are not tainted with the ſame pernicious 


Doctrine. I ſhall ſhur up this Point with expreſſing 


my Great and Sincere Charity to you, by moſt ear- 
neſtly beſeeching God to make you timely ſenſible, 
that True Sincerity and Uprightneſs is altogether Incon- 
ſiſtent with the Byaſs of Intereſt, and therefore to 
give you Grace, that you may not ſuffer your ſelf 
to be in any meaſure byaſs'd by Intereſt, out of any ill- 
grounded Hopes that God's Mercy will hereafter make 
Allewances for ir. - 

I ſhall take notice at preſent but of One particular 
more, which is that wherewith you cloſe your wy 
5 | | marks 
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marks on my Letter te a Diſſenting Paviſhioner, Where. 


as then you ſay, that © We, wiz, the Diſſenters, are 


not able on our Side to End the Diviſion, We are 


" heartily * not only that the Papiſts may reap 
er 


Advantages hereby, but for many other Miſchiefs 
that are owing to the ſame Cauſe. But we cannot 
\ part with our Conſciences to keep out Popery, nor 
*muſt we do Evil that Good may come of it? I 
Would fain know for what reaſon you are not able on 


your fide to end the Diviſion, There are no hard or ſinful 


Terms required of you by the Church, as I have al- 
ready ſhewn and ſhall more particularly ſhew, as we 
£0 over again Debating Singly the ſeveral Points in 
Controverſy. So that I cannot poſſibly think of Any 
thing that can make you not able on your fide to end 


the Diviſion, except it be that ſame ſcurvy Byaſs of 


Iutereſt, which you think conſiſtent with true Sincerity 
and Uprightneſs, Neither are you deſired to part with, 
but to rect iße your Conſcience, ſand the way to ReCtifie 
it is to Free it altogether from the Byaſs of Intereſt) in 


order to keep out Popery ; nor are you defired ro 40 


Evil, but to put an End to Evil, namely the Great 
Evil of Separation, that ſo Good may come of it namely 
the Great Good of Keeping out Popery, 

Pray conſider with your ſelf, whether the Old Pu- 
ritans or Non-Conformiſts were not as truly Zealous 
againſt Popery as you can be; and that albeit they 
did Diſlike many things as you do, yet they judged 
it nevertheleſs their Bounden Duty not to Begin a 
Div ſion from the Church, becauſe they plainly fore- 
faw it would give Advantages to Popery, And there- 
fore the Preſent Diſſenters, tho' they do Diſlike many 
things in our Church, yet why are they zo? able on 
heir ſide to put an end to a Diviſion, which they find 
by Experience gives Advantages to Popery? How 
comes there to be ſuch a vaſt Difference between the 
Practice of the Old and Preſcut Non-Conformiſts as to 
the matter of Separation? I can account for it but this 
way, namely that the Old Non-Conformiſts were truly 

1 dincere 


— reren HD AA 
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Sincere and Upright and not byaſſed with Private 
Intereſt, but with the Publick Good of the Church, 
which enabled them (notwirhſtanding their Scruples) 
on their ſide not to begin a Diviſion ; whereas the Preſent 
Non-Conformiſts are influenced by the Byaſs of Private 
Intereſt more than of the Publick Good of the Church, 
and 'tis the ſaid miſchievous Byaſs of Private Intereſt, 
which makes them net able on their ſide to end the Di- 
wiſion, becauſe it will not permit them to be zruly 
Sincere and Upright in the matter. | EEE 
And this gives me Occaſion by the way to il- 
luſtrate unto you the Deſign or Meaning of my Firſt 
Inſtance under the Title of the Agreement between 
ſome Principles and Practices of the Diſſenters and Papiſts, 
viz. The Papiſts make it their Buſineſs to ſeduce 
and draw off the People from the Communion of the 
Church of England, The Diſſenters make it their Bu- 
ſfineſs to do the very ſame, Whereas then you Remark, 
that this is admirably Profound, I muſt now in my 
turn Remark, that if it be ſo to you, it comes to be 
ſo, becauſe your Intellectuals are admirably Shallow. 
For though the Papiſts draw Men one way, and the 
Diſſenters draw them quite the contrary, yet ſince 
they Both draw from the Church of England ; there- 
fore there muſt be (in your Phraſe) a marvellous 
Conſent and Agreement between them, as to the 
Point wherein I produce the ſaid Inſtance to prove 
ſuch their Agreement, to wit, in their Common de- 


ſign of Weakening the Church of England, which is (by 


the Confeſſion of all Foreign Proteſtants) the main 
Bulwark of the Reformed Religion againſt Popery. 
Now in this reſpect, as the Preſent Non-Conformiſts ex- 
actly Agree with the Papiſts, ſo as J have obſerved 
they altogether Diſagree with the Old Non-Conformiſts ; 
who though they D:i/ik-d, yer would not Divide, be- 
cauſe they would not Strengthen Popery, by Weaken- 
ing the great Bulwark againſt it, the Church of England. 
Hence it appears that you and your Party are at pre- 
ſent advanced a very conſiderable ſtep nearer to the 

| 0 | Meaſures 
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Meaſures. and Deſign of the Papiſte, than the Old 
Non. Conformiſts; and that therefore 'twas not without 
very good reaſon that I took particular notice of the 


foreſaid Inſtance of Agreement between you and the 


Papiſts, in order to Awaken the Common People to 
ſee, how the Leaders of the Diſſeuting Party are con- 


tinually making nearer and nearer Approaches to the 


Method laid down by the Papiſts for bringing in Po- 
dery, namely, Weakening more and more, and at laſt 


Ruining the Church of England. Moreover there is 


ſtill a Queſtion to be put to you, which will I think 
carry enough in it to diſcover further your Agree- 


ment with the Papiſts in the forementioned peculiar 


Deſign of Deſtroying the Church of England. For if 
as you ſay, Al! Parties think themſelves in the Right, 


and Like to have Others of their Mind; why then doth 


not this fame Principle ſet the ſeveral SeQaries 


among the Diſſenters, as eagerly One againſt the Other, 


as againſt the Church of England? Surely there is as 
great and greater Difference hetween Presbyterians, 
&c. and Quakers, than between Presbyterians and Us 


Church-men; and therefore why do not the Presby- 


terians or Independents think fit to beſtow ſome of 
their Pains in Drawing ſome from the Quakers to 


themſelves? Nay, why do we never hear of any 


Diſſenting Teacher that beſtows fome Pains in' order to 
Draw Men from the Papiſts to themſelves ? How 
can ſuch Practice be accounted for, but that the Preſ- 


byterians and Independents have a much greater Spleen 


at the Church of England, than at the Quakers or evert 
the very Papiſls? And it will follow, that in ſhort 
the Papiſts and ſeveral Sectaries among Us do 4! 
agree in this; namely, in Weakening the Churth o 
England, the great Bulwark of Proteſtantiſm again 

Popery, and therefore in Strengthening Popery it ſelf. 
What has been ſaid I hope will be 53 to il- 


Juſtrate the Inſtance of Agreement abd mentioned, 
ſo far as to make it Level to your Capacity. I 
ſhall only lere obſerve that if what yqu Tay (p. 43. 

in 
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in Reference to my Poſtſcript in general, namely, 
that it carries in it Superabundant Sillineſs and Weake 
neſs be true, then methinks it ſhould occaſion you 


rather to Laugh than to be ſo very Angry at it as to 


ſay, that therein is no want of Malice and Bitter Zeal : 
which Expreſſions plainly ſhew, that the ſaid Poſt= 


ſcript (notwithſtanding ſuch its ſuperabundant Sillineſs. 


and Weakneſs) does carry however in it ſomewhat 
that Galls and Nettles you more than ordinary. 


And therefore in good time I may ſhew more of the 


Like ſuperabundant Sillineſs and Weakneſs in a 'much 


Larger Specimen of Agreements between the Diſſenters 


and Papiſts. | | | 
As to the Perſons by whom Popery is at preſent 


kept out of this Kingdom, (if it can be ſaid to be 
kept out, when there is Reaſon to fear it is rather 


daily Getting Ground within it,) I think they are the 
very Same as have ever ſince the Reformation kept it 
out, namely, the Members of the Church of England. 
J have obſerved in my Teſtimonies p. 43. what Vaſt 
Ground Popery got during the Low Eſtate of the 
Church of England, and the Uſurpation of Fanaticiſm, 
eſpecially of your Darling Favourite Independency ; 
and ſhould ever ſuch a like Faral time come again, 
tis Eaſy to infer that Popery would again get the like 
Advantages. Certain I am, that as the Diſtinction of 
High and Low Church-men was at firſt ſet up by the 


Enemies of Our Church, and thereby of the Proteſtant 


Religion; ſo you, Sir, and All others that induſtri- 
ouſly keep up the ſaid Diſtinction, do take the way 
not to keep ont but to bring in Popery. For (to borrow 
an Expreſſion of your own, p. 40. Tis too plain 
that a Popiſh deſtgn is at the bottom of that Noiſe 
*and Clamour which has lately been made in this 
Nation about High and Low Church. men, there being 
no ſolid Reaſon for the ſaid Diſtindtion, but it car- 
drying really in it ſelf Downright Non-fenſe. In- 

eed you are pleaſed to uſe the Term of Moderate 
Church-men inftead of Low Church-men, but this 


doth 
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doth not at all mend the matter, or make the Di. 
ſtinction carry in it a Grain of Better Senſe. | 

For my ſelf, ſuch as I am Known to (and I have 
the Honour to be Known not to a Few of the Higheſt 
Ranks in the Kingdom) know that the Leading Prin- 
ciple or Main Conduct of my Life has been not to 
Abett or make, but to endeavour to make up and Unite 
different Parties; and that of my Own Inclination I 
am no Lover of Diſputes, nor Fond of being engaged 


in Controverſy, "Twas this Natural Bent of my 


Temper, which made me chooſe this Retirement, 


(though it will ſcarce amount to a Tolerable Com- 


petency) as hoping it would Remove me from being 
Ever concern'd in Parties or Controverſies. But the 
Wiſdom of God has thought fit to let me meet 
with an Entire Diſappointment herein, and to per- 
mit things to happen ſo, (perhaps to Try the Since- 
rity of my Obedience to him) that I ſhould not be 
Able faithfully to diſcharge my Paſtoral Office with- 
out directly croſſing the Natural Bent of my Inclinat ions. 
And having inferted this ſhort Paragraph to ſhew 
you, that you are quite miſtaken in me, if you take 


me to be a Party-man (as you were afore in taking 


me to be a Pluraliſt,) I ſhall now proceed for the 
Sake and Benefit of the Common Reader to lay open 
the Abſurdity of the ſo much Abuſed Diſtinction o 
Iligh and Low Church-men. | 
He then that profeſſing himſelf to be a Member of 
the Church of England, does accordingly keep up Con- 
ſcientiouſly and Strictly to its NoQrines, Rites, and 


Ceremonies, the ſame does act herein aer a whit 


Higher than his Duty requires, and therefore to act 
thus High, or to be in this Senfe an High Church- 


man, is no other in reality than to be a True Church- 


man, and therefore ſurely not at all Blameable bur 
very Commendable. On the other hand, He that 
profeſſes himſelf ro be a Member of the Church of 
England, and yet is far from keeping up to its 
Doctrines, Rites, and Ceremonies, the ſame acts here- 


— 
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in much Lower (or as You are pleaſed to term it, much 
more Moderately) than his Bounden Duty requires, 


and therefore to act thus Low!y or Moderately, or 


ro be in this Senſe a Low or Moderate Church-man, 
is no other in reality than to be a Falſe Church-man, 
and therefore ſurely not Commendable but very 
Blameable. Now this being the plaineſt and moſt 
Natural Meaning of the forementioned Terms, as 
tis Certain on one hand that the High Church- man, 
in the Senſe explained, is moſt conducive to the 
Keeping out of Popery, as being True to That Church 
which has all along ſince the Reformation (and that 
by the Univerſal Acknowledgment of Foreign Pro- 
:cjtants) been the chief Bulwark of the Reformcd Re- 
ligion ; ſo it needs not be Wondered at on the other 


hand, if the Low or Moderate Church-man, in the 


Senſe above explained, ſhould Unite with the Diſſen- 
ters, and by Conſequence with the Papiſts, to bring 
in Popery, ſince he is Falſe to That Church which has 
ever ſince the Reformation been the main Bulwark of 
Proteſtantiſm againſt Popery, You may. ſee therefore, 
that IJ am altogether at a Loſs to know, what Forced 
Senſe you can pur upon the forementioned Terms 
of High and Low (or Moderate) Church-men; and you 
would have done well to have Explained your ſelf 
more fully in this Matter. However to make what 
(zueſs I can at your Meaning, if you mean by a High 
Clhurch-man One that will not yield to Any Alterations 
(in things which being in themſelves Indiſferent ad- 
mit of Alteration) on newer ſo good and juſt Occaſion; 


then Charity will oblige me to think, that there is No 


preſſion) ſuch an High Flyer; and on the other hand 
if by a Low or Moderate Church-man, you mean 
that is ready to give up All or to yield to Alterations 
{not only in things Indiferent in their own Nature, 
but alſo in ſuch as are Fundamental and Neceſſary, and 


True Church-man that is (to uſe the © other bd 


that) without good or juſt Occaſion, then Charity will 


oblige me to think, that No True Church-man can be 


thus Low and Moderate, Let 


ne 


| 
: 
| 
d 
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Let us then go. on and ſee, what things are Funda. 
mental or Neceſſary and fo Not to be altered on Any Oc- 
caſion; and what are Otherwiſe and therefore capable 
4 Alteration on weighty and juſt Occaſions, Of the 

'irſt ſort is the Threefold Order of the Miniſtry, for as 
much as (according to what our Church Teaches) 
It is evident unto all Men diligently reading Holy Scripture 
and Ancient Authors, that from the Apoſtles time there 
have been theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church; 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, So that No one can be 
eſteemed a 7rue Member of the Church of England, that 
is not ſincerely Ready to part with his Life rather 


1 


than the ſaid Apoſtolical Conſtitution of the Threefold 


order. And then as for Liturgies or Forms of Prayer, 
though they are not Abſolutely Neceſſary in them- 
ſelves, yet © it becomes Neceſſary (to uſe * Mr. Calvin's 
* words) that the Publick Prayers ſhould be Stated or 
Fixed, from which it may not be Lawful for any 
* Miniſter to Vary in the Exerciſe of his Fun&ion, 
* as well in Conſideration of the Ignorance and Weak- 
* 2:js of ſome, as that it may Certainly appear how 


„All the Churches Agree among themſelves, and 


** withal that there may be a Stop put to the Giddy 
* Lightueſs of ſome who affect Novelties, Now the 
Three forementioned Reaſons being ſuch as will Al- 


ways be of Force, "twill Always be Requiſite and 


Neceſſary to Retain our Excellent Liturgy, and therefore 
No True Church-man can come ſo Low as to part wit). 
#7, though out of mere Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs 
of ſome, he may and will charitably condeſcend to the 
Alteration of ſome Expreſſions therein contained. Beſides 
the Two forementioned Particulars, to wit, that of 
the Threefold Order in the Miniſtry, and Our Forms 
of Prayer; All other Rites and Ceremonies uſed in 
our Church and ſcrupled at by the Diſſenters (as the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, God-fathers and *®God-morhers., 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, Surplice, &c.) are ſo far 
Not Fundamental or Neceſſary as to admit of Alteration 


* Epiſt, ad Protefl. Angl. 4 


upon 
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upon weighty and juſt Occaſions, And therefore J 
cannot but think that Every True Church-man is cha- 
ritably diſpoſed to condeſcend to ſuch Alterations as 
ſhall be Requiſite in theſe Matters on weighty and juſt 
Occaſions. | 5 

Tis therefore to be conſidered in the Laſt place, 
What is or is not a j»/# Ocsaſion for ſuch Al- 


terations. 


Firſt then, Nothing ſeems fit to be reckoned as a 
juſt Occaſion, but the Attainment of a Greater Good 
by the Alterations made than can be attained without 
them. Now foraſmuch as the Church of England is 
the excellent Mean between the two Extreams of Po- 
pery and Fenaticiſm, and ought to be Equally concerned 
for the Gaining of Papiſts as well as Diſſenters (for- 
aſmuch as the Souls of the Former are as precious in 
the ſight of God as of the Latter ) therefore it is to 
be Duly conſidered, whether the Alterations contended 
for by your party will not do as much Harm one way 
by Shutting the Door _ than needs be againſt the 
Papiſts, as it may do Good by Opening the Door Wider 
than needs be to the Diſſenters. To which muſt be 
Added, that ſuch Alterations may become a tumbling. 
block to ſome that are at preſent of our Own Com- 
munion, and who may poſſibly be ſo Weak as to 
think more Highly of the things to be laid Aſide 
than they Ought, and therefore go over from Us te the 
Papiſts upon this account. Wherefore if by the Alter- 
ations congended for by your party in things indifferent 
is meant 4 Total Alolition or Laying aſide thereof, then 
tis evident from what has been here alledged, that 
from ſuch an Alteration may enſue #5 much, if vor 8 
great deal more, Hurt than Good to the Souls of men 
and to our Own Church: And therefore as there can 
be No Faſt occaſion for ſuch Alterations, ſo the Far- 
theſt Alterations that can with a good Conſcience be 
conſented to by a Tue Church-man even in refereace 


to things Not. neceſſary is only this, chat Every m_ 
| may 
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1 in theſe particulars, to wit, to have Go 


fiened with the Croſs, &e. 
Secondly, There can be no good or juſt Occaſion for 
Literations, but when a Certain Good will follow. 
"Tis therefore to be enquired whether the Good 
aimed at by ſuch Alterations or Conceſſions will 
Certainly follow on the ſide of the Diſſenters, for 
| whoſe ſake and to whom ſuch Alterations and Con- 
ceſſions are made. Now before this can appear, 
theſe Particulars muſt be conſidered : 7 


1. Whether it will not become Requiſite to this 
end, That All Diſſenters that are come to Years of 
Diſcretion ſhould, in the firſt place, give it under 
their hands, that ſuch Alterations and —_ will 


Obligation ſtrictly engage themſelves to Leave off 
their Separation as ſoon as ever the ſaid Conceſſions 
mould be made and they left at their Liberty in the 
forementioned Particulars. 0 3 


2. Tis to be conſidered further, whether though 
All the Preſent Diſſenters that are at Age of Diſcretion 
ſhould hereby be brought over (which is indeed 3 
very Large Suppoſition, but I am willing to ſuppoſe 
the Urmoſt) yet it may not be reaſonably feared, 
that in Ten or Twelve Years a New Generation 
may ariſe, which may after all find Diſlike with the 
Settled Form of Religion, and demand Further Al- 
rerations, and if not pry break out again into a 
New Separation. And that this is no other than a very 
Suppoſable Caſe, I ſhall ſhew from a Twofold Con- 
fideration, One of what has been Already, the Other 
of what may be inferr d from the Diſſenter's u Re- 
ceived Principle. 5 . e $a 
As to what has been Already I ſhall tell you, Sir, 
vor have heard, (and I take this Freedom becauſe 
8 | | . "tas 


may be left to his Own liberty, or to follow his Own, 


athers or have. none, to have his Child ſigned or nat 


fatisfie them, and ſhould by ſome or other Valuable. 
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tis no other than you your ſelf take with me) I 
have heard then, that in the Reign of a. certain Great 
and Glorious Queen the Non-Conformiſte applied them- 
ſelves to a Chief Miniſter of State for his Intereſt 
in obtaining ſome Conceſſions to be made them in 
order to their joining with the Church. The ſaid 
Miniſter of State deſired them to put in Writing 4A 
that they Requeſted, Which being done, and the Non- 
conformiſts attending at the time appointed to know 
the Event, the ſaid Miniſter of State acquainted 
them that — hurry of Buſineſs he had miſlaid 
the Firſt Draught of their Requeſts, and therefore 
deſired them to tranſcribe Another Draught or Copy 
from the Original which he ſuppoſed they kept by 
them. A Second Draught was hereupon brought, and the 
Noneonformiſts again attending at the time appointed, 
the Miniſter of State informed them, that-he had now 
found their Firſt Draught, and having had the Cu- 
rioſity to compare the Two Draughts or Copies. toge- 
ther, he found them ſo Extrauvagantly Different, that 
he plainly perceived that there was no Likelihood of 
bringing the matter to an happy Iſſue, ſince they did 
nor Themſelves know their own minds or what would Cons: 
tent them, but made Requeſts ſo widely different in ſo 
wery ſhort a time; and therefore upon the whole He 
could by no means Appear in their Behalf.” | 
But now that you may not be Peeviſh with me. 
for this ſame ſtory, or think I build wholly upon this 
Precedent (tho Precedents are allowed to be of: Ex- 
cellent uſe in many caſes) I ſhall ſubjoyn a very ſtrong 
argument drawn from your own Principles for the Great. 
Uncertainty there is that Any good ſhould come of the 
Alterations you contend for. Tis then, as you your 
ſelf own p. 63. of your Remarks on my Letter to Mr. 
Dowley, One Recervtd Principle of the Difſenters that no 
man or body of wen are to be the ſtandard of Truth, and 
that their Notions are not to be enſlaved to the Sentiments 
of thoſe whom they moſt value, Whence it will follow; 
that though ſu Ay ſnould be now , 
2 
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All the Prefent Diſſenters that are capable of judging 
for themſelves , may judge Sufficient to End the Scpa- 
ration, yet the Next Generation that is coming up, 
may think that they are by no means to look on the 
body of the Preſent Diſſenters to be the flangard of Truth, 
or that *heir Notions are to be enſlaved to thi Sentiments 
ef the Preſent Diſſenters, and therefore may very like. 
ty make New Demands and begin a New Separation. 
Thus it has been largely ſhewn what is likely to be 
the Effects of Alteration, and how far a True Church- 
man can and out of a charitable Condefcenſion to 


occaſion in reference to matters not Fundamental, or ſ⸗ 
Nereſſary but that they may admit of Alteration, 
But then after all *tis plain, Sir, that you * Part, 
and tis to be ſufpeced and feared that Many more 
of your party, will not be ſatisfied. without Altering 
Fundamental and things Neceſſary to be retained, name- 
, the Threefeld Order of the Miniſtry and the Uſe of the 
Common=Prayer, &c. Which No True Church-man can 
conſent and give way to, . 
From what has been ſaid then you may learn, how 
far tis truly in the Power of the Church to End the Di- 
ven; and that the Church is very Willing and Ready 
to do All that is i» it: Power to bring about ſo happy 
an End. Whereis you add, p. 48. or it is rather in 
the power of the Parliament to remove thoſe things that 
Raep the breach wide open; Pray what do you mean by 
the things which keep the Breach wide open? If thereby 
is meant your being Left at liberty as to things ix. 
different, the Church is Ready of ir ſelf to comply ſo 
fur on juſt oceaſion. And therefore as there is no 
need to have recourſe to the Power of rhe Parliament 
any further than may be neceſſary to Confirm or 
ake Good in law ſuch Conceſſions of the Church; 
tis not to be ſuppoſed that ſo Wiſe a Bedy as 
the Parliament will uſe the Rigour of its Power to 
Force the Church even to ſuch Coneeſſions, when 
there is no weighty and juſt occaſion-for them, 4 by 
if | things 


Weak perſons doubtleſs wil go upon a good and juft 
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things that keep the breach wide open, you mean the 
Threefold Miniſterial Order, or the Uſe of the Liturgy or 
Common»Prayer. then the Church cannot yield to the 
Deſtroying or Taking away things ſo Fundamental and 
Neceſſary ; and it may be rationally preſumed that the 
Wiſdom of the Parliament will not exert its Power to 
ſo high a degree, as to unhinge the Conſtitution of ow 
Church, not only becauſe fo to do would be to Over- 
throw an Apoſtolical Conſtitution, bur alſo becauſe it is 
not yet out of memory, what Horrid Confuſions and 
Calamities overflowed the Civil State upon ſuch an 
Overthrow of the Fundamental Conſtitution of the Ec- 

eleſiaſtical State. | | 
So that after all it wholly lies en your fide to End the 
Diviſion, and whatever the Advantage be which the Pa- 
piſts gain by our Diviſions, it is wholly chargeable on the 
Non-conformiſt ſide. And therefore as you are able 
on your fide, and ought, to end the Diviſion; ſo the 
chief reaſon I can think of for your not being Willing 
to do ſo, is that Scurvy Byaſs of Intereſt, or rather that 
Seurvy Notion, that the Byaſs of Intereſt is conſiſtent 
with True Sincerity and Uprizhtneſs; and that Grd will 
make Allowance for It, be the Conſequence of It what 
It will, even no other than the Continuance or Keep- 
ing up a Schiſm or Needleſs Separation. Indeed as 
long as you are Byaſsd with Intereſt, ſo long you may 
very truly ſay that you are Not Able on your ſide to end 
the Diviſion, but could you be but perſwaded to lay 
aſide the Byaſs of Intereſt, and to be influenced on the 
contrary with an Uulyaſs'd Sincerity and Uprightneſs, I 
doubt not but you would then quickly find your 
ſelves Not only Able on your ſide, but alſo Miling, to 
End the Diviſion, and ſo to put an End to All the 

Unhappy Conſequences thereof. | 
Wherefore I think I can't conclude this Letter 
with a more ſuitable Petition for you, than thar God 
would give you Grace, that Forſaking All Covetons deſires, 
and Inordinate Love of Riches, you may truly perceive and 
knw what thing: belong te the Peace of the Church, and 
| | may 
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mny Faithfully follow after the ſame, to the Glory of God, 
the Proſperity of the Church here upon Earth, 2 bar 
Own Everlaſting Comfort in the World to come: Whith 
God of his infinite mercy grant for Chriſt his ſake, Amen, 


So prays, Sir, 
Your moſt AﬀeAionate and 


1 Paithful Servant in Cluift, 
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eAdvertiſement. 

There is now in the Preſs, and will 

1005 be Publiſht, The Common Chriſtian 

2 "ond Plainly I Inſirufted i in the Crounds 

Chriftianity : er, An Expoſition on the 

— Carechil m, more particularly adapted 


to the Capacities and Circumſtances of the 
Common People. By Zaw. Wells, D D. 


